THE   COURT   OF   BERLIN

28l

LETTER   XXXVIII

Berlin, October zist, 1786.
I ARRIVED at half-past five in the morning.
The King was to exercise his cavalry at six. I
immediately mounted my horse, that I might dis-
cover the state of his health, observe what aspect
he wore, and if possible to find some person to
whom I might address myself. His health is
good, his brow cloudy; the troops were obliged
to wait a considerable time, and after two charges
he very abruptly and very ridiculously retired.
Nothing sufficiently new or important has come
to my knowledge, to prevent my employing the
few remaining moments, before the departure of
the courier, and which are greatly abridged by
your eight pages of cyphers, in resuming the
consequences which I have drawn from the very
interesting conversation, an account of which I
gave you in my last despatch. It is impassible
I should send you a complete and circumstantial
narrative of all that passed, because that the
Duke, an hour after I had left him, having sent was as laudably active
